
                                                                                                                                     
 

June 12, 2018 
  
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
         I am excited to meet you in the fall.  This summer, each rising eighth grade student will read one 
of the books on the American Reading Association’s 2018 Summer Reading List, for grades 6-8.  
 

The titles and genres on the list are meant to provide a diverse array of choices for all of our 
students, and the URL is found here: goo.gl/Xu1tjf.  This website includes descriptions of each book 
along with the ISBN number used for finding a title.  The Harvard Public Library will have multiple 
copies of all twenty-six titles available this summer.   

 
I also have included the complete list of titles and authors on the second page of this document.   
 
Once you have chosen a title, savor the book as you read it.  If you do not enjoy the book within 

the first chapter or two, I suggest you abandon it and read another title from the list.  Parents, please help 
your students to find a title that matches interests by genre and subject matter.  
 

Finally, once you finish reading your book, please write a multi-paragraph book review, which is 
due on Thursday, August 30.  The purpose of a book review is to help readers who share the same 
interests and tastes know if a book is a good one.  You will share the review with me via google docs, and 
once school is underway, I also will ask you to share your review with a classmate.  

 
I will assess your reading and writing using the rubric on the third page of this document.  I also 

have included a process for writing a review on the fourth page. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me over the summer.  My e-mail 

address is chodgens@psharvard.org.  Have a wonderful summer! 
 
        Yours truly, 
 
 
        Ms. Hodgens 
 
 

  



Eighth Grade English/The Bromfield School     Name:______________  
 

Book List: Summer Reading Titles 
 
This summer, each rising eighth grade student at The Bromfield School will read one of the following 
books, drawn from the American Reading Association’s 2018 Summer Reading List, grades 6-8.   

 
1. All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson 
2. Amina’s Voice by Hema Khan 
3. As Brave as You by Jason Reynolds 
4. Ashes to Asheville by Sarah Dooley 
5. Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk 
6. Blood, Bullets, and Bones: The Story of Forensic Science from Sherlock Holmes to DNA by 

Bridget Heos 
7. Booked by Kwame Alexander 
8. The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya 
9. Eyes of the World: Robert Capa, Gerda Taro, and the Invention of Modern Photojournalism by 

Marc Aronson and Marina Budhos 
10. The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez 
11. Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
12. The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
13. Greetings from Witness Protection by Jake Burt 
14. Grounded: The Adventures of Rapunzel by Megan Morrison 
15. In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse by Joseph Marshall III, illustrated by Jim Yellowhawk 
16. The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz, illustrated by Hatem Aly 
17. It All Comes Down to This by Karen English 
18. Love, Ish by Karen Rivers 
19. Listen, Slowly by Thanhha Lai 
20. Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar 
21. Me & Miranda Mullaly by Jake Gerhardt 
22. Norse Myths: Tales of Odin, Thor, and Loki by Kevin Crossley-Holland, illustrated by Jeffrey 

Alan Love 
23. Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 
24. Rhythm Ride: A Roadtrip through Motown Sound by Andrea David Pinkney 
25. Samurai Rising by Pamela S. Turner, illustrated by Gareth Hinds 
26. The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

 
The online list includes descriptions of each book along with the ISBN number used for finding a title at 
the library or bookstore, and it is found at goo.gl/Xu1tjf. 
 
 
 
 
Eighth Grade English/The Bromfield School     Name:______________  



 
Rubric: Summer Reading Book Review 

 

Introductory Paragraph(s) 

  _____/5 Starts with a strong, inviting title that draws a reader in 

  
  _____/10 

The introduction tells the author’s name and the title of the book and starts deliberately, 
drawing the reader in with a question, strong statement, comparison, overview, etc. 

   
 _____/5   

Takes a tone – the introduction begins with an attitude that maintains a definite opinion 
about the book and its author, while avoiding use of I, my, or you 

Body Paragraphs 

  
 _____/10 

The body paragraphs provide an overview of the plot that sets up the main problem or 
conflict in the book but leaves readers wanting more 

  
 _____/10 

The body paragraphs describe or hint at what the book is really about, theme-wise, 
without revealing the ending 

  
  
 ______/15 

The body paragraphs comment on some of the following literary qualities (aim for three): 
character development, setting, chapter set-up, descriptions, narrator or narrative voice, 
dialogue, humor, plot, plausibility, pacing, tone, lead-ins, conclusion, and genre 

Conclusion 

  
  ____/15 

 Ends with a deliberate conclusion that has an attitude and wraps things up; the conclusion 
should suggest if the reader of the review will either read or avoid the book. 

 Style and Mechanics 

   
____/10 

Uses three or more quotes or excerpts to capture the author’s style or the books’s   
situations, themes, and characters 

 ____/10  Describes elegantly, using bold adjectives and vivid verbs 

 ____/10  Carefully proofed for spelling and complete sentences; written in the present tense 

       Features of effective review are drawn from Nancie Atwell’s In the Middle: A Lifetime of Learning About Writing, Reading, and Adolescents  

    
 Total:    ____/100  Comments: 
  

 
 

A Process for Writing a Review 
From Nancie Atwell’s In the Middle: A Lifetime of Learning about Writing, Reading, and Adolescents 

 



● Consider the genre of the book you are reading and the features of that genre.  A genre is a 
category of artistic work.  Is your book part of the science fiction genre?  Mystery?  Historical 
fiction?  Action or adventure? 

● As you read your book, jot notes about it.  Use your understanding of the features of the genre to 
prompt specific opinions.  Remember, you are writing a review, which is different from a report. 

● Research online what you don’t know. 
● When you’re filled up with information and opinions, begin the draft by experimenting with 

different introductions until you find the one that takes an attitude, invites a reader, gives 
direction to the rest of the review, and makes you want to keep writing. 

● Organize your writing and notetaking in a way that makes sense to you -- with numbers, arrows, 
boxes, etc -- to help you pre-see a structure for the rest of your draft. 

● Use the full name of the author the first time you mention him or her; thereafter it’s by last name 
only. 

● Describe the book in the present tense. 
● As you pull information from your notes, give each kind of information its own paragraph, and 

keep your paragraphs friendly. 
● Avoid I, my, me, and you.  Instead, for the subjects of your sentences, consider: 

○ the title of the book 
○ This book…; This novel...:; This title… 
○ the name of the author or authors 
○ the names of characters 
○ third-person pronouns: he, she, his, her 
○ the theme, purpose, or aim of the book 
○ literary elements: the characters, author’s style, focus, plot, story line, premise, tone, 

beginning, end, genre, setting, conflict. 
○ implicit opinions: It’s not only surprising that…; The best part is …; ___________makes 

this book _____________; The only…; The reason…; The problem.... 
○ we, us, (a) reader(s), (a) viewer(s), teens, fans of __________. 

● Just as you experiment with introductions, play with conclusions until you find an ending that 
wraps up the review and leaves a reader convinced and satisfied. 

● Don’t lose sight of the goals of a review: stay true to the feelings you experienced while you read 
and take seriously your responsibility to potential readers about how they should spend their time 
or money. 

● When you feel done, take a two-day walk-away to gain perspective.  Then, go back to the rubric 
along with the the list of genre features you considered when you started writing.  Read your own 
review as a critic, with a pen in your hand: Are you in the ballpark of what is noted on the rubric?  
What do you need to do to make your review clear, coherent, convincing, and ready for potential 
readers? 

 

         


